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THE ACTOR PARLAYS ™ HIS PASSION FOR AIRPLANES
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Aot =1 can't call it moderm—it’s
rcally a middemtury-style home,”
sctor Jobmn Travela says of the Flor-
icla house b shares with his wife,

sctreas Kelly Presion. Asonvy: B

His 1957 Thunderhind is im the from
dovve of the residence, which was
designed by architect Danas Smith.

T wis '.lll.!-'l:.'-._I-::ll'lr'l'-. dream

tos have planes m his front

yard=—to practically be

able to pull up w the
houwse=—s0 that when you
wanted o go o dinner, all
you'dd have to do was step o
the deor, geton the plane and
whisk off” Kelly Preston says
1:" ]tl.'l' il"ilri.ill'l -r|1.|1i I'I'.I"al'l.llll].
=And we fly in and our a loa
Last yiar :.1.'|'|1_':||| ;lnhn:uf.' Wwas
hhqurli.l'lg A Gvie i '|':||:||||u..
he flew to and from work
every day. Each nighe the kids
and T would go our in the godf
cart, watch the landing, then
bring Johnny o the house
while the plane taxied in. It
WS VEry exciting.”

John Travolea has always
been dotty about flving. In
fact, when the Hollywood su-
perstar ralks abwout his child-
hood jaunts, those romantic
days when plane etiquette de-
manded thar he “wear a SpHHTT
coat and tie, my mom and sis-
ter white :.,'l-:h'.'\vl.'h- s tone
grows positvely revercntial,
“The TWA Termanal at Ken-
nedy was only rtwo vears ald

and I, 10—when [ first flew
into ir on g 707 from (Chica-
gy he recalks, “And dhen at 15,
when [ got my firse look at
Dulles Intermational, well, it
st took me"

\."I'.[ h'l“-'l. '|.'|!'|I'|.'-'.' 1‘IL'LJ.|.I\'_"\

“Thank Czod kelly was such a pood
traveler and liked oo fly &5 much
s | did,” remarks che acvor. Bicum:
A Ciubfsoreans T jer s parked in cne
"rlnu|l.|||||:]uu"|:n. .\I‘Il‘lm,.lgh
the progery came equipped with a
|| N rumway, Travalia cxeemd-
ed 1he |ll:i'i'¢::|' 1o rrach ghe hansre
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“ledhin had @ visios ol henw he wanted
CYETY :II:‘II:’ s bz, ™ navs ilt'ai.lFllrl
"ﬁ|||_'r.r'|_|:||1||n, a "||'u_'|:|:||_'|_|4|n|1 -
sign Tcam in Southom Califrnia,
“W just ir.|1||£r|1|i_'n1n‘| his ideas,”
ArowvEr Travelia designed the huser
modif im ithe emtrance hall, Beoow,
A games table in the great room.

Rz Corved window walls define
the Ereat foasEm, W livch bis o
the tarmae, Aheve the mamoelpieos
1% a 1967 work ||-:| Alexander Cal-
dier. Schumacher Eshrie om pilbows
im rlhlf\-qunlnl;lalnl wida at rear, Tha-
ralee FI..Itll'l'ﬂl_'II falwie, kravet chair-
st suscdie; chain arms, Greell fabric,

= — —— =

2

-‘.-
ey

"E










“When I was a kid, [ imagined that by
the turn of the century everyone would
have his own p]:mc in the ]1:1{,'[-:}.';11‘::!."

“Machee] Fismer was oar first din-
ned :r_uu'\.!." Bays Travaolea {Eogik. “He
lisoked st our p!]:ll"« sl sabd, =* Ny
G, 1 EEt ot Withen an Bour we cin
Ive ame vauir way to PFans,” ~ LEFT; San-
ilra l‘llrlu.r:|:1|-|1i|:u|1h-|: mvural in the
denimg rodem From a Y57 aghoonise-
neemt im Ferfwar, Borset chair sucids,

Ao Travola's office feanures
his Qlaneas 747 pillor cerificare, his
e rcan Alrlises Bocmng 707 |_'u|||-1
rerttheie, an sward for exeellenee
1 aviatody broms ehe Arscrncan Dist-
tarie of Acronaugis and Assronagiss
amdl a photograph of the actor in his
ultralight aver Flomda,






Comseruction of the hoase lasied
fwoyears, h1|t ther |,‘.|n ll:luL (=]
amdl o, abaout six years,” Travoda
savs, "W menogd ineo the guest
faarters for 3 while o oversee i,
Chrrosares Family phatographs,
honks and airplane nsodiels are dis-
played om shelves in the main hall.

and millions of |1:l|::|_.:l.'|.1 miles

karer, John Travolt not only
Fll.lilt‘-i I'II.II'I{'H IJL'I! :i"a 1|'||.' I'Iﬂ.ll.ll.l
owner of two—bath of whech
h{' IIl:I,"\. l:l.'!'!ﬁil:l!_: MEAr 1'I|1:||:|!:E|
to tovinch, much less iy, “When
| was a kid, | imagined thae Ty
e turn of the cenmury svery-
o wostlid have his own plane
in the backyard,” he u'l.x “Tha
didn't happen, so we're 'hn]:-
II'I!_' i FITII'-'.II.II'.' II'I"«I:IIT.I‘I IEIIZI.

Not o mention awe, Afoer
all, Felbow eravelers, it's not ev-
ery day thar you sit in some-
I'If‘ll‘l:.."l-\.l I|'¢'|I'I!_'|l TN .:I'IIII g.l'l"l.'
throagrh 25-foot windows into
the face, make that nose, of a
135 ot TOT jer Froan '[j:'lr'll'.'.\.
nor for that meamer 3 compars-
I:i'l'n.!l]. madest GulEtream 11
But that is exactly the case in
the spectacular 8 9%00-square-
fowat 'i.'II:I:IL'I'II."Ii.'-J.I"I'ii-:_{]:'I‘l-\."'l alr
palace of John Travolta and
Kelly Preston—a futuristic
cross berween the hippest "50s
pad and the hippest airport on
the planet.

“Building a home might be
the most difficulr challenge
anyone encounters, amd I'm
ned o u.kn:u. ]||._|1I! o how hard
this was" admits Travolea. “It
tosok me |.|1_r|11 VRATE B gt it
poing.” Bur then, the aetor had
I':._'I:II_1I.I'|,,"1IIE.'I'I|:'\1 few hoamecarers
run up against—Ilike a 7,500-
foos runway, Travalt eventu-
ally toumd ir on 4060 acres—
cight of which he snapped up

—-in Ocala, Florida, originally
used for the airlifting of wild
amimzals |wp| on te PrEperty.
“T moved here, primarily, 1o
hawve |;|1-e: '|:||:_';_"q.r SATOayTer man-
W I'I-L EH |:_||: |'|I*~ "-"”'LJ.I.‘l
“then built 2 taxiway to the
house that would endure the
'-"-L:IL._hl of the T07."

That curious dl.r-.:ll_..::lt chore
solved, the couple mimed their

“This is am overbuilt honse,” Travol-
1@ saye. “ The walls are thicker than
ey need 1o be, and there's more
metdl m it than there needs 1o be”
Amiove: The master bodroom “is se-
rﬂll.'."_l::rln alsem es. Piadler &

Pindler deape ey Babnic. R The
Il..l.ﬂ‘: b a '|Hn1n' frimm P.m!p Fairdis.

attention to an unuasual host
of others—starting with the
view, “Looking from the in-
side—or our—we “'ﬂl'l'[i.":l LCE]
have @ view of both aircraft”
explains Preston, “toosee them
from the bedroom, the great
oo, the Ll:i:lti.l'l!..' rosoi.” As
a result, both carriers, noses
%1 F-e.'l_l.' tucked under individu-
al plane pors, as it were, sit
g mere 100 feer from the
housze, allowing s owner o
taxi almost up to his front
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oot Cince he disermbarks, peo

for an open-minded archite
clally since the couple
sacthy what they want-
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i themselves.
['he inspiration for th

frec, like | am, and bring ina
hut yioma cam allso b

stone fooning.™ A 198%
shivas his |earje




“I moved here, primarily, to have the bigger, stronger
runway,” Travolta explains, “then built a taxiway to the

o )

house that would endure the weight of the 707.

camie fromn three distinet ar-




JOHN TRAVOLTA AND KELLY PRESTON
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ta, 4 man as passionate about food as fly-
ingg, “because, as Kelly pointed out, every-
body ends ap near the food.” Anticipating
this 'in-e,'riluhﬂ:il}', the Travaolias buily twao
kitchens, one for serious conking, another
for lighter fare, surrounding them with
three individual dining areas “thar spit
wut Froms the kitchen,” explains Traveli,
“like those in great hovels.”

Floating artfully throughout the grea
rocart are orisp, bow-slung soofas and con-
temporary hollow-backed Italian chairs
in soothing hues of aqua and chartreuse,
“The sea greens against the blue-tinred
windows,” says Preston, “all blend into
each other, seeming w go on endlessly
inte the skv.”

For the Ar Diéeo ﬂ:illil'l; rosoan, Ehe
couple eschewed the "30s for the "3ilk—
heautifully evidenced |.|:. thie ks L."::[mb 15-
foat-bwe- 17-foot mural featuring a fam-
ily dressed to the nines awniting their
fight—an sdvertisement thar Travolt,
codlector of old magazines, called from a
1937 Fornwre. “1'd been waiting years o
o something with this picture umtl it hit
ez Historica |Eg.', imurals were wsed o din-
ing rooms, and this would be perfect,”

Preston's main comcern, meanwhile, was
comfort, “since this was a famaly where
kids play on the sofa, warch TV, hang
out with vs” And 11-vear-old Jert and
l|'|rrt--_:,1'ur'-41!|:| F.”u. L L thisir |11|::|I:|'t|.'r,
“love it because it's a fun house. We've got
1 big posol, 3 shide, 3 golf course., . we're 3
family whao likes wo play a lot™ OFf or on
board, While soane might pitch a tent in
the backyard, the Travolta kids have the
option of a sleepover in a 707,

“The kids are great flicrs x.l:.*.-.-'['r.'|1'-|:||-

THEACTOR'S PRIVATE AIRCRAFT

1 you had residences in Califarnis. Flarida

ard Maime., 2 groreving famiky and 3 collection
of relatives on the East Coast, plus work that
required you 1o ravel great discnces. lve on
lacation and saly get back periadically yeu'd
probabdy want a fleet of private vehicles o
take soimie mmm-ﬂm FOLL

Jotun Travoles has: just that bug inveead of a
flee of motor homis, he has had a series of
aircraft. The actor owrs 2 Gulstream N lus-
wry jet and has had a DCE Dakota aldiner,
as wall as 3 Lockheed Constallation. The
ereram el af his sir farce, hawever, i his

1964 Bosing 707-1 388 (pairted in its crigi-

t2, who adds that Jen has been known o
stay on haoard after o 'H.ight. watching
videos while the crew cleans up. Ella,
mizarwhile, JJ,'n:slIl]un}'inE hier maather to
Chicago for The Opealh IVinfrey Show, re-
cently experienced the thrall of her first
commercial flight. “She was like, *Ma, Ma?
Whes are all these people on the plane?*®

her mother |u1.|g|"|~|. Adels Travole, “She |

was so excited o tell me, *Daddy, theres
things called tickets!"" Indeed, if Ella has
her way, she may someday be sitting at
the controls next to her father, “Barbrs
Streisand asked Ella whar she wanted o
b when she grows up,” savs Preston, “and
she said: A pilow. Like my docddy.™

The Travoleas admic that they made
soumne “hald chosices—the same a5 with o
movie,” says the acror, “Malang Free /O,
EVETY cl:}' [ saud to _Il:un Allem and Mic
Cage, “This is either going to be the wors:
A :u'igi::nl—th:ing ::I|'|:|.'r|l11.!l'$. =ver
seen.” And ir romed our grear. [vs the same
with homes, You don't know but have o
take the risk o break new ground.”

Inbeed. Amad would they have done amy-
theing IJI."I:I'EII:I!}'? “If T'd masde iy gates
wider, | wouldn't have o manewver so
mucly” Travaba laiments, a commient that
miakies his wite chuckle. “He's alking abour
electric gaves that most people drive a car
through, opening up o bring in a 707.7

That zad, surely the couple must be
gobsmacked by what they have pulled
off? Do they ever look around . .. at possi-
hl:.' the worlds maost elegant private air-
port ... the two planes parked in their
fremel vard and just... gurele?

“Oh, yeah,” they laugh in unison. “Ex-
ery singhe day” O

nal ‘& Qantas livery for a recent round-
the=world goodwill tour), cutfitted with
every amenity possible: bedrooms, TV
recrantion room, three dining areas, office
space and crew quarters. The pline, he =ys,
reflects “my obsession with re-creating the
coméort of ancther ara”

Travede is fully qualified to fly his 707 and
earmed his wings as a first officer on the
Broging T47 jumbao jet in 2002, He i scoom-
panied by relief pllows for long wreks, bue
aviary takeol and landing is in his hands.
“When I'm fiying he says, | can't imagine
being in a bemer place” =Feinr Hevas

IN GEORGETOWN

contiareed e page 191
room are a large custom mfted ottoman
and ewor small benches, and on the after-
noon porch off the living room, four din-
ing chairs, “I wanted that room to have a
garden-y feeling, so I designed some
unique pieces for it,” Pheasant says “The
pair of bronee consoles in the room look
like vwigs, and so do the lanverns™

He opted against designing a table
for the dining room. “The room is 16
by 28 feet, so a long rectangular table
would have made it fieel like a conference
room,” he says,

Instead, he vsed rwo dining tables—
one round and one oval. The space is
dominaved by 2 three-panel Bonnard

“We found pipes that
led nowhere. My clients
had to rebuild the house.”

screen depicting a stork, flowers and four
green frogs against a deep red. Pheasant
had the walls gla.r.-:d | I:uLIl:r'}. vellow. “T
had to come up with a color thar would be
a great background for that sereen,” he
says, noting that he also found an Ushak
carpet with faded reds in it.

There are four guest rooms on the
thurd Hloor and ao hﬁlnmnw 'Fnr gmml-
children on the top flooe. On the second
floor, the challenge was to create “an
apartment for the couple o return to
after a day at work,” says Pheasant. He
tore down a wall ae the tog af the stairs
to make the center room, a light-filled
receiving area. To add interest to the
master bedroom, he designed an arch
alcove as 3 setting for the bed and in-
stalled a fireplace.

“It took four years before the couple
cottld move into their home,” Pheasant
says. “You really have o want o preserve
a landmark house for the future to stay
such a long course. Mo matter how many
treilales: lurkesd behind the walls and ceil-
ings, they kept their sence of humor. [ re-
member standing with the wife in the
early evening ourside the master bed-
room during the second vear of the reno-
vation. We were chaming, and suddenly
she looked at me and kind of langhed
and said, ‘I'm so glad we didn't buy a
fixer-upper.” ™ O
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